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We have been warred
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Pickets surround a coal lorry during the great miners' strike. The next major confrontation of this scor: ccu
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LONDON

by Kevin K-iz=-

here was a sharp move o -~
left at this year's Londen Lz=-
our Farty Conference. D= -
egates crowded into Camrrce-

4

Town Hall heard speech after Speecn

denouncing the Rents Bill and cajl-
ing on Labour Councillors to resis:,

Composite 2, deplored "the new
proposals contained in the Tory
"Fair Deal For Housing" which

constitute a major attack on rents
paid by tenants in both private and
council housing", and urged, '"the
launching of a massive campaign
against these proposals". It further
urged all Councils in the region to
make clear their considered intention
to refuse to implement such Prop-
osals and to force the Government
into using Housing Commissioners
to collect the higher rents. It also
called for the setting up of a fund,
should the need arise, to support
financially the councillors involved.

An amendment to Composite 1 moved -

by the A.U.E.W. Enfield District

Committee, called for "co-ordinated
opposition of all Labour controlled
L ondon Borough Councils to secure
a united refusal to implement the
first and subsequent stages of rent

increasaes!'',
et the

dirty work!", declared a coun-
cillor from Hampstead. "This
s the kind of law we have got
> break", and the speaker from
Crzenwich Labour Party said that
t = Labour Councillors were not

Tories do their own
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re~ared to fight,

oy

make way for those that

This was backed up by the

< .= .U. who said, "Any Labour
counciller who thinks he can get
=-woa with this, think again, We ask
ne Zx:scutuv. to call on Labour

Sounciis o give a lead!". The com-
»22- trom Lewisham Labour Party
\ the defeated struggle
'~ 1ower Hamlets against the GLC
rentincre¢ases, declared, "This was
because we were isolated. We need
& united tront. Then let them bring
in the Housing Comimissioner. We
dare them. You, Mp, Chairman'!,
he said pointing to an abashed Bob
M=llish, "you must call together the
leaders of the ILLabour Councils to
plan our unitced aztion, | will not
carry out Tory policy. If | wanted
to do that, ['d join the Tory party".

his was the mood of conference

- the burning anger oftenants

and trades unionists finding its

way through to the highest body

of London L.abour.

he E xecutive took fright., Uif
we recommend the amendment,
to Composite 1, calling on the
Labour Councillors to resist,
we will be c¢riminally liable!". So
they didn't recommend it,to the boos
of almost the whole of Conference.

And when the vote came, despite
this, there was almost unanimous

support.

they should res-

vicious attempt

hilst being careful not to get
cstaticabout this, whilst rec-
ognistng the need to fight for
a clear-cut strategy to mobil-
1se the whole of the Labour Move-
ment to bring down this Tory Gov-
ernment and its itndustrial and fin-
ancial backers, nonetheless, we
must not fail to recognise the sign-
ificance of this conference.

hat it has clearly done is to
strengthen the militant elements
within the Councils fighting
for a resolute resistance to
the Bill. With the Tories in deep
trouble in Ireland and facing the full
might of the undefeated British Tr-
ade Union Movement, the opportun-
ities are clearly there for Labour to
mobilise behind 1t masses of tenants
in an almighty struggle against this
to further reduce

living standards.
ith all sections of the Labour

Movement on the march, the
tenants' struggle can link up
with these in presenting the

Tory Government with the full force

of the united strength of the Lab-

our Movement -~ a force capable of
finishing off the Tories and those

they represent for good, a force

capable of taking over this country,

nationalising the land ,
the tnsurance companies and the

major monopolies and running them
in the 1interests of all the working

people.

the banks,

J

ALDERSHOT

he bomb explosion at Alder-

shot was widely condemned -

above all by the very same

newspapers which, day after
day, support the systematic terror
and slaughter conducted by the
Her Majesty's Army in Northern
Ireland., As far as the Chaprtist -
is concerned, we're notgoing to
allow the Aldershot tragedy to stop
us from defending the right of Irish
workers to defend themselves arms
in hand, against the occupying for-
ces of this Army.

ut while the Chartist's defence
of the 1:.R.A. remains un-
changed, our condemnation
of its tactics must be clearly

stated., By that explosion the offic-

ial wing of the [.R.A. did nothing

whatsoever to undermine the Tory
Government's position either Iin

England or Ireland.

n 1867, Richard Burke, the lea-
der of the Fenians in DBritain,
was arrested and held in Clerk-
enwell prison. Whie he was
awaiting trial, a wall of the prison

was blown down by a bomb. His
supporters, planning to rescue him,
had calculated that he would be
exercising near the wall at the time.

In fact, the affair was a disastrous

bungle. It killed twelve bystanders
in the street and maimed a further

120. Worse for the Fenians 1t
destroyed overnight a great part
of the sympathy which they had
until then received from the DBrit-
ish working class. The difficulties

which as a result beset Karl
Marx - who through the First
International had done much to

organize working-class solidarity
with the Fenians in England - are

expressed clearly in the following
wrote to Engels after the

letter he
] event:

“

szr Fred,

1T he last exploit of the Fenians in
Clerkenwell was a very stupid thing
The London masses, who have
shown great sympathy for Ireland,.
will be made wild by it and driven
into the arms of the government
party. One cannot expect the Lon-
don proletatians to allow themseives
to be blown up in the honour of
the Fenian emissaries. There is
always a kind of fatality about such

a secret, melodramatic sort of con-
spiracy . "

CAR CRISIS

OMINOUS NEWS FROM THE

motor industry. In the same wsek
that Fords announced the intended

270 redundancies amongst tool-
makers, the Financial Times re-

ported that of a new issue of shares
in DBritish Leyland, worth £24

million, only £8 million worth had
been sold, and underwriters at the
Stock Exchange have had to pur-
chase the other £16 million worth.
British Leyland own virtually the
entire British-owned car industry.



——_—

undreds of delegates packed
into the rather modest hall in
Wexford for what Party Lead-
er, Brendan Corish rightly
described as '"the most important
Conference of the Irish Labour
Party for over half a century!'", On
the surface perhaps, there was none
of that frenzied activity typical of
Labour Party Conference in this
country - there was only one meet-
ing to go to in the evening after the
Conference session finished instead
of the usual ten or so at Brighton
or Blackpool, and the paper-sellers
of the various political sects were
comparatively few. But for all its
unhurried, even amiable appearance
on the outs:de few of the delegates
and wvisitors msade the hall could
doubt the FPFarty leader when he
said, "l have no intention of att-
empting to create an air of alarm
at this Conference, but if any del-
egate believes that he can participate
in this Conference as if it were an
ordinary Conference 1n ordinary
times, then he is doing this Party
a disservice and himself an injustice'’,

e should of course be
careful not to think of the
Irish Labour Party as
merely an Irish edition of
our own party over here. Ilts or-
igins and its development have been
different, it lacks the same mass
base, and in terms of electoral
support, it is the third biggest party,

espite their Wilberforce
"surrender" , Heath and
his Cabinet will now stop
at nothing to keep them-
selves in power., To utilize the tav-
ourable possibilities opened up by
the victory of the miners, our move-
ment must have a rock hard will,
an iron determination to conquer, a
bold and far sighted leadership. Our
present ' leaders ', from Harold
Wilson to Jimmy Reid, agree in
words with this slogan of an imm-
ediate General Election — but in
practice do nothing to obtain one.

ed H=ath will call no elect-

10*‘1 u~til he feels he can win
- orasent L*e 1S pre-

Dr'epamng, he mus: <°”e
down., | he way to do this — if only
our "leaders' had eyes to see — 1S
the way shown already by the miners
Instead of pleading with Heath and

his Cabinet, they marked them out
closed one power stat—

Heath

as enemiles, !
ion after another and "dared

by Graham Bash,

smaller than the two bourgeois part-
ies Fianna Fail and Fine Gasl.

BU}t with the growth and the devel-
oping unity of the Irish T .lJ. Move-

ment, the Irish Labour Party is in
such a position that it could give a
real lead to the whole struggle tak-
ing place in Ireland at this moment.

And it is in this context that the
words of Corish take on such a
significance, and 1n view of what
happened at Conference, a tragic
significance.

he crucial question facing the
Conference was the struggle
in the North, and the debate
took place in the shadows of
Derry, of Aldershot, and of the
arrests by the Lynch Government
in the South of leading members of
the Republican Movement. The deb~
ate took the form of a ''clash!" bet-
ween Dr., Conor Cruise 0!'Brien,
a leading member of the Party and
articulate spokesman for the interests

of British Imperialism, and Sean
Tracy, a right-winger claiming to
speak for the Republican Movement.

racy in a left-sounding speech
attacked those who were
compromising on the national
struggle, denigrating Rep-
ublicanism and viclating the traditions.
af those who fought for Irish freedom.
"Elements like O'Brien and Noel

Browne are only giving solace to

to send in troops andprovokea Gen-
eral Strike. By their example, they
swung to their side not only the
entire working-class but sections of
the middle class too. And finally ,
demonstrating the Tories' unprep-
aredness for a full-scale show-down
with the entire trade union move-
ment, they co-erced them into giv-
ing crippling economic concessions.
Had there been a revolutionary lead-
ership which had itself prepared the
ground long in advance, the miners
could have held out even further,
faced the introduction of troops,
spear-headed an all-out General

Strike and — with the rest of the
working-class — overthrown this

Tory government and the capitalist
state there and then.

s" in the T.LL Of

EVert Nnow

i cur Tieacer
and Labour rarwy
would learn from the miners:
Then we might not have to put

up any longer with this Government

doubling our rents, holding our
wages down while letting prices rise

FAKE UNITY AT IRISH
LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE

(Chartist special correspondent at Wexford).

the Northern regime. We must not
be seen to do their dirty work, but

must fulfil the dream of James Con-
nolly, of republicanism and social-

1
ism.

n what was really a rather pat-
hetic reply, O0'Brien declared
that, "We must not allow our
Labour Movement to be used as
a cover for the IRA. We must not
allow the territory of the state to be
used as a base for terrorism. l'he
military approach only threatens our
country with ruin, we must repudiate
violence", declared the man who
acted as spokesman for Amer‘lcan
imperialism in the Congo. |

n reality, the debate was a farce.
Tracy far from fighting for Lab-
our to lead the Republican str-
uggle, backed down and withdrew
his resolution criticising the leader-
ship in the interests of "party unity!"

ut what kind of unity was this?
It was the unity of betrayal, of
standing aside from the nat-
ional struggle, of givingin to
the interests of British imperialism,
which fears above alla development
and growth of the Republican struggle.
The Labour Party could and should
have given a real lead to the heroic
resistance of the Republican Move-

ment, it should have taken this opp-
ortunity to have stood on a real

class basis, to have drawn closer
the links between the working<lass

PEACEABLY IF WE MAY,
FORCIBLY IF WE MUST!

throwing millions of us on the dole
and forcing us into still greater ex-
ploitation in the Common Market.
For can anyone today doubt that as
workers we have the power — if
only it were mobilized — to throw
out the Tories and their system

right now?

n 10 February almost the
whole labour-force in Birm-
ingham downed tools 1n
support of the miners.

20,000 englneer’s marched through |
the town to join several hundred

N.U.M. pickets at the giant Saltleyl_ |

coke depot, swept aside the massive
lines of police (who in fact took one
look at the overwhelming army Opp-
osed to them and decided to call 1t
a day!) and secured the closing and
locking of the iron gates of the depot.
This victorious Birmingham mini -

"General Strike" was in itself only
a tiny proportion of the flood of
working-class solidarity mobilized
by the miners throughout Britain.
Yet, like so many other events

during the strike, 1t revealed what
strength is available to cur move-

elements in the Republican Movem:
and organised Labour.

nstead we had the pitiful whinir

of the saime Brendan Corish w

had spoken of the great respc

sibilities facing Conference.
this "leader!" could come out wi
was a declaration that in order

unite Ireland, the Government sho
enact a non-sectarian constitutic

legislate non- ~sectarian laws &
make the necessary economic pr

parations for unity.

s iIf DBritish imperialism
hold over Ireland can
broken by appealing &
Green Tory Government
draw up a paper constitution whi
1s "moderate and non-sectariar
What these '"Irish Harold Wilsor
don't understand and have no wi
to understand 1s that unity of Ir
land can only be achieved on |
basis of a resolute and if necessa
violent struggle against the Brit

Army and the forces of its pupg

states, North and South. To ac
ieve this requires a fight for a unit

labour and working-class moveme
linking up with the Republican st
uggle, and seeing its goal as ¢
smashing of the capitalist state
North and South, and the creati
ofa 32 County Workers! Republ
[t is in this context that the Im
Labour Party Conferenceof 19

must be judged.

ment — if only it is usged.

hat is the kind of strength
which should be mobilized
now on a national basis.
As workers let us make
clear — if our movement's full
power is not harnessed, leaders
such as Vic Feather and Har'old
Wilson will be thrown out on their
necks and replaced! They must
demand an immediate General Elec-
tion, and back up this demand with
concrete preparations (of the kind
outlined on page. six ) for a General
Strike. A famous slogan of the rev-

'“oluttonar'y Chartists of the last cen-

tury was '"Peaceably if we may —
forcibly if we must!" To this Tory
government, which has no mandate
at all for its present policies (e.g.
depriving 15 million of us of ajob),
we in the trades unions and Labour

Farty should say just that. Give us
an election now and let us take pow-

- er peaceably—or else!



A\FTER THE WEMBLEY RALLY....

WHICH WAY FOR THE S.L.L.

arch 12 saw the climax of
the Socialist LLabour League

- to - Work" marches in
a mass rally in the spacious surr-
oundings of the Empire Pool, Wem-
bley. At least 5,000 young and adult
workers gave a raptuous welcome to
the 300 jobless who had marched
from Southampton, Deal, Swansea,
Liverpool and Glasgow. Ther'e were
enormous cheers too for banners
and contingents representing Kent
and Scottish areas of the National
Union of Mineworkers.

fter lungs had been exhausted
and the initial excitement had
died down, the rally Chair-
man, Cliff Slaughter, opened
the meeting. " Our march began
during the miners! strike!! he said,
"and it ends here on the eve of an
even bigger class - confrontation -
th= - Struggle over the Engineering
Workers! claims". On the same
note Alan Thornett (Deputy senior
steward, Morris Motor) declared,
"The miners' were described as
an "exceptlon . Well, the next exc-

eptton in lin i1s the engineering

workers. Between them they have
a power even mightier than that of

the N.U.M.!" Labour MP for Sou-
thall Sid Bidwell urgad the members

of "this inspiring rally", to involve
themselves in the struggles against
the right-wing within the Labour
Party. Ending with the words "l
'pﬂer you a hand of friendship and
warm comradeship', his speech
'received very warm applause .
Finally, S.L.L. Secretary Gerry
:Healy rose to speak. To enormous
cheers he declared, "The miners'
strike proved the Tory Government
can be defeated...But this situation
will not last.. The Tories are con-
scious that their class 1s in real
danger and will fight back like cor-
nered rats''. To win, the workers
must have a revolutionary party
based on the principles of Marxism.
‘He promised that "In the coming
Eper'lod we're going to build the
‘most powerful revolutionary party
.'this planet has seen'.

hat eonclusions can be
drawn from this rally?
We Chartists were almost
certainly not the only mem-
ber's of the audience to feel that -
;lesplte all the ringing declarations -
something was decidedly lacking .

To be blunt, what was lacking was
rio e - that dogged serious-

ess, reserve and impatience with
_Eallyhoo which characterizes any
real assembly of the labour move-
ment. There was something arbitary

- even -theoretical -~ about it all.
Could not all the lines have been
written quite differently - and yet

w:th no less dramatlc effect?

n interesting story. lL.ast month

ddeal Casements (Reading) Ltd,
and its three subfsidiary companies,
withdrew recognition from the T .G. -
W.U. The shop stewards threatened
a strike by 600 workers to enforce
recognition. T he company then appl-
led to the National Industrial Relations
Court for an order forbidding the
shop stewards from calling a strike,
The court granted the order.

- Ydung Socialists! "Right

n actual fact, no-one seems to
have noticed that a most sudden

and quite unexplained change of
"line"" has been effected by the

Socialist L.abour LLeague sine Jan-
uary of this year. Up until that time,
the slogan of a General Strike was
central to all the propaganda the
L.eague conducted. Since then, it
has totally disappeared from the
pages of the "Workers! Press'.,
At the Wembley rally, in 23 hours
of speeches, the very word "Gen-
eral Strike!" was not once so much

as mentioned. It may seem only a
minor point. But it is unexplained

switches of this kind - apparently
r‘e!atefi in no way whatsoever to
objective developments - which make

the politics of the Socialist Labour
[_eague seem less than wholly real.

or a number of years now,
the Socialist Labour League
has been calling for Gen-

eral strikes with gay

abandon on a wide variety of occ-
asions and for an assortment of
different purposes. Now, jJust at
the very moment when - in the
aftermath of the Miners! strike -
a General OStrike situation i1s rap-
idly developing, the League sudd-

enly falls silent on the question.
This is to go from one extreme -
to another and possibly even more
irresponsible one. Now an enormous
burden of responsibility, in no way

diminished by our small numerical
size, falls onto the shoulders of us

Chartists. We are left as the only
tendency warning of the dangers of
an unprepared General Strike, the
only tendency putting forward the
slogag "Prepare for the General
Strike!", the only tendency carry-

ing on practical agitation among
servicemen and preparing the gr-

ound for the future great events. In
fact we are the only tendency, it
seems, with anything even remotely
resembling a strategy for the con-
quest of state power.

e are living in the period

the British labour move-
‘ment is taking giant strides
forward and learning more with
each month that passes than it for-
mally learned in decades. It is a
time in which the central decisions
taken by the groupings and parties
of the two main classes will fund-
amentally affect the whole course of
history not only in Britain but thr-

oughout the world . In Britain, the:

revolutionary movement - which is
now growing at a phenomenal rate
in the form of the various sects and
tendencies professing Marxism -
has reached a stage at which its
own decisions, for the first time in
many decades, are beginning to
matter for important sections of the
working-class. And, corresponding

firm of any size or any sense wants
to touch the Industrial Relations Act
or any part of it',

t is about time our leaders woke
up. The Tory class are using
the Act. Jack Jones, General-Sec-
retary of the T.G.W.U., should

call a strike at ldeal Casements and

its subsidiaries, not leave three
of his shop stewards and 600 T.G.

W U. members out on a limb. And

i t ]
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before a revolution, when

with this new situation, in which
violently conflicting class-pressures
are being brought to bear in a rel-
entless and even painful manner

upon every section of our movement,
the various "Marxist! trends and

tendencies are rapidly finding their

own level and showing where they
stand. An example isthe apparent

rightward evolution of the "Militant"

group, which now no longer even

claims to be urging a working-class
siezure of power but contents itself

with the call for "nationalization"

Rut whereas "Militant" has estab-
lished itself at least as part of the

working - class movement, trends

expressing only the instability of
views held by the mass of radical-
ized students, ex-students, unorgan-
ized workers and rootless petit -
bourgeois try to substitute noisy
declarations for organization in the
abour movement. The I M G is

a good example of these.

hile some tendencies bec-
ome "centrist! and others
turn "ultra-left!, it 1s ext-
remely important that at
least some of us remain to hold a
steady course, retaining and deep-
ening our roots inthe mass organ-
i7ations of the Labour movement
without losing sight of our overriding
responsibility as revolutionaries to

prepare ourselves and our class-
organizations for the actual conquest
of power., Unless it is very careful
and acts quickly, the Socialist Lab-
our League in the decisive period
ahead will find itself missing out on
both counts - onthe one hand, by-
passed by developments within the
trade unions and the Labour Party,
and on the other unable even in iis

own press and meetings to unfold
a bold and adequate plan for the

working-class conquest of the state.
The two are closely linked. To
command confidence in a strategy

for the conquest of power without

forging at all levels the closest links

with the rank - and - file organs of

the L.abour Party - is not possible.
Winning power presupposes first of
all winning over millions of loyal
[_abour supporters to the idea of tak-
ing the power. Aslong as we rev-
olutionaries are in the minority, the
demand "take the power!!" can be

"addressed only to the leaders of

those organizations which are in a
position to take state power - namely
the mighty organizations of the TUC
and Labour Party. The GSocialist
[Labour L.eaguels lack of roots in the
Labour Party and its equivocation
regarding the General Sitrike go
hand in hand. It is impossible to
call for a General Strike if one is
unable to answer the question "How
do we win it7 How do we use the
opportunity to conquer power?!" And
to answer that guestion means ans-
wering another: "How do we ensure

_ INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS ACT USED AGAINST STRIKERS: - =

in fighting it. The role of the T .U.C,
must be to co-ordinate resistance by
the whole trade uriion movement. Ilf

our leaders won't act — then let
them step down and make way for

those who will!

major blow to the Tories and
a victory for T.U.C. policy!
That is how we must see the
recent decisions by leaders of
the General and Mumcxpal Wor'ker*s
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by Chris Knight.

that the leadership of the strike is

taken out of the hands of the reform-
ist in time?" In a General OStrike

situation, the reformists would in-

evitably pay lip-service to the str-
tkers' aims in order to retain con-
trol of the movement and to sell out
once the opportunity arose. If they
thought it necessary, they would
convene an emergency L.abour Party.
Conference. At any rate, the mass
meetings and assemblies of the wor-
king class would 'not be those spon-
sored by the revolutionary tend -
encies. | he real organs_of working-
class power would be headed largely
by Labour Party members, and
comprised of rank-and-file L_abour
Party and trade union organizations.
To prevent a sell-out, only one
course of action could be adopted
by the revolutionary party - and

this would presuppose a previous
period of consolidation within the

the L.abour Party itself. It would be

necessary to say to the reformist
leaders: break with the Government

and employers, call on us to occupy
our factories, Iissue an appeal to

troops, use this opportunity to imp-
lement Clause 4 of the Labour Party
Constitution, take the power into
your own hands! Assuming this
really turned out to be a revolution~
ary situation, assuming the ruling
class was thoroughly paralysed and
the mass of workers themselves
desired to take the power, then our
demands would rapidly find an echo.
It would then be possible to say to

the Labour Party leaders, in their

own organizations and meetings and.
with the voice of the whole rank-
and-file: take the power - or welll
take it for you! Their refusal to act
would then make it possible for us
to take their place, to declare that
"We are the Labour Party, not
yvou!!", to prove our point by organ-
izing invincible demonstrations and
conferences in the name of the Lab-
our Party (regardless of whether
the PLP "disowned" us or not)
and, relying on the class-instincts
of the troops to refuse to move
against our Party and the people,
to establish ourselves as a more
powerful force than the state itself
- and hence begin acting as the
government. [lhis, of course, is
the way in which the Bolsheviks
defeated the Menshevik and "Social-
ist - Revolutionary" leaders of the
Soviets In the period leading up to
the Russian Revolution.

he Young Socialist and
Socialist Labour League
comrades, at the Empire
Fool rally sang, in the
chorus to their march-song, !'take
the power, we know how!", It was

a good song -~ but if these comrades

really do know how to take the

power, they should keep it less of
a secret,

Tories! "Register Trade

Unions!'',
Ther'e are now no major unions

complying with Tory policy. To

clinch this victory, the T.U.C.

Finance and General Purposes
Committee should now suspend from
affiliation any union foolish enough
to register, leaving it to the next
Trades Union Congress to expel
it altogether. The Bridlington Agr-
eement (which prevents the "poach-
ing"! of members of one union by

ancther), must be thrown out and

— . —

. — ... = athhated unions allowed
~_: —e~bers from any "rebel"
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ON ONE
STEP NEARER?

by Faul Moore.

oy Jenkins! recent speech,
blown up by the papers as
a challenge to Wilson, ts in-

dicative of deep developments
inside the Labour Party leadership.

There is no doubt that the right-
wingers who kept the Tory gov-
ernment in office on October 28th
when the vote on the Common
Market was taken, have been en-
couraged by the lack of action ag-
ainst them. When Jenkins was re-
elected to the deputy leadership of
the Farty, instead of a massive
outcry, almost everyone advised

moderation. "No witchunts"! was
the cry from the soggy left, while

the MILITANT group advanced an_

saying.

equally evasive argument,
that the removal of Jenkins was

irrelevant, since there was ne real

difference between Jenkins and Wil-
son, and anyway it was necessary
to fight against ideas and not lead-

ers.

oth arguments have had the
same result — no real fight
against the right wingers who
crossed the class line and

of 1deas,

proletariat, . .. .?

¢iT IS NECESSARY TO WAGE A STRUGGLE AGAINST

ideas and not leaders!'" But this happens to be the classic ar-
gument of the "Left"" Mensheviks against Lenin during the war.
There 1s a Ger man proverb that covers this case: there is
no washing the sheep-skin without getting the wool weat.

do not hang suspended in mid-air; living people are the bearers
people who unite in organizations and select their

leaders, It is impossible to fight against bourgeois ideas without
fighting against those leaders who defend these ideas within the

LEON TROTSKY, 1935-36.

.nade a temporary

Heath.

of his true colours,
reminiscent of Ramsay McDonald.

extremely dangerous. They
can leave the L.abour Party
with po _alternative policies
to the Torie hatsoever, and lay

the ground for a Tory election vic-
tory. 1 hey also show the possibilities
of a right wing split-off at a later
betraying the battles being
fought at this very moment against
the Industrial Rel-
and the occupation of

date,

unemployment,
ations Act,
ireland.

he only way to make absol-
utely sure that the Jenkinsites
do not sell out in the future
is to fight to expel them NOW
from the [Labour Party. By allow-

ing these traitorsto do as they like,
the Parliamentary Labour Party is

inviting disaster on the whole of the
Labour movement.

Ideas

coalition waith

In fact Jenkins has been
given the go-ahead to show more

with language

e politics of coalition are

'NOW A PROGRAMME IS NEEDED NOT TO EASE THE
conscience but to guide revolutionary action. What is a programme
worth if it remains a dead letter? The Belgian Workers' Party,
for example, adopted the pompus plan of De Man with all its
"nationalizations"., But what sense was there in it when the party

did not lift its little finger to realize it?...Socialism can advance

the most scientific programme but its

value will be equal to zero

if the vanguard of the proletariat does not unfold a bold struggle
to capture the state. The social crisis in its political expression

is the crisis of power."

LEON TROTSKY, Whither France?

THE FUTURE

OF THE

INCE LAST YEAR'S CON-

ference at Skegness, an un-
precedented series of events has

rocked the labour movement: the .

U C S fight, the Common Market
vote, the struggle in Ireland, the
Housing Bill and the mighty miners!
strike to name only a few.

n this situation, can we say
that our LPYS leadership has

LPYS

most precipitated such a situation
under their noses!

Cn the RENTS BILL, instead
of leading the fight to force La-

bour Councillors into defying the

Government, Y.S. Regional Com-

mittee members in London talked

" vaguely about the need for socialism
and thus were eclipsed by ''soggy
lefts" at the London Labour Party

measured up to the job? Certainly Conference,
over the year there have been big :
steps forward, particularly the . On IRELAND the leadership

national rally against unemployment
in November., Bu% compared with
the possibilities they have not been
enough. The present situation
offers us the opportunity to go out
to the working-class youth and

build a mass revolutionary YS, to

them in
British Army.

learly the weakness of the

YS is political, What was the
lead given by our National Com-
mittee on the main issues of the
day?

calls for "workers! unity! but

either ignores the I R A or even
implies that they are to be lumped
together with the reactionary UVEF,
It is time for them, while maintain-
ing principled criticism of the IRA,

come out tn clear defence of
their struggle against the

n issue after issue, in fact,

the Y S leadership says tha!

the answer is a "socialist pro-
gramme', But the leaders of the

Labour Party have a programme-——

® On the COMMON MARKET,

they Consistently campaicned

one of class-collaboration~—which
ey are CArryving OwW RQOW DY mu—e

ing the Tories in office. Yes, we

against the fight to expel from the
L.abour Party the Jenkinsites who
kept the Tories in office,

. During the MINERS'!' STRIKE,
leading m=2mbers stated that to

talk of a General Strike was "Ut-

opian'', "abstract" and '"not the

issue'—while the conflict itself al- doi

need a socialist programme, but
unless it is part of a real fight
against the Tories, and unless we
show in practise how to implement
the programme we adopt, it will
become a miserable excuse for

abstaining from the struggle and

ng nothing,
Glyn Beagley.

BACKGROUND T0 THE RAILWAY DISPUTE

by Rick Tisdell.,
OLLOWING ON THE

miners come the ratlway-
men. L.eaders of the three
Railway Unions (NUR, AS-
LEF, & TSSA) have reject-
ed a Rail Board offer of 10%
(to the unions! claim of 16%)5‘

The fact that even this first
offer breaks the Government
8% "norm!'! shows just how
weak the Tories are feeling
after the m:ners! victory.

As was the case with the
;niner’s, wages are not the
only factor which has led to
growing militancy amongst the
railway workers, Continuing
redundancies, especially the
threatened closure of several

engineering workshops owned
by British Rail, have led

many into saying that not one
more man must go out of the
industry. It 1s specifically
because of redundancies that
the normally non-militant white
collar Transport Salaried
Staffs Association (T3SA)
seems at present prepared

to fight for the 16%.

The dissatisfaction within the
union made itself felt most
recently during the miners!
strike—when many train
drivers (the majority of whom

belong to ASLEF) went

further than their leaders in
support of the miners. While

ASLEF!'s Executive Com-
mittee urged normal coal
trains to be worked (except-
ing only 'additional! trains
and those facing plcket-
lines) in many areas this

was not done, the trank-and-
file carrying out Dblacking
themselves, Men at goods
depots like Norwood  and
Hither Green in S E London
wrote to their £ .C . informing
them of their refusal to work
coal or oil trains for the
duration of the miners! strike,
In other parts of the country
ASLEF and NUR Branch
secretaries kept the NUM
pickets informed of any coal
being moved on the railways
so that the NUM could put up

ptcket lines 1in time.

Another sign of tenston in
ASLEF wasthe recent dis-

pute on the South- Western

Division of the Southern
Region—when train drivers

against the advice of their
E C took industrial action

because they were losing the

bonus paid for working trains
which have to travel 125
miles or more (engineering
work on the line was causing

the cancellation of long mtleage

turns). Over one thousand
drivers reverted to double-~
manning of trains (mostly
single-manned since the

Manning Agreement of 1965),

The E xecutive Committee of
ASLEF is bound by the
decision of the 1971 Annual

Assembly of Delegates that
the wage increase now being

negotiated is not to be part
of a productivity deal. From
the Southern Region, ASL.-
EF branches on two of its

three divisions have warned
that if, by April 10, the E C
has not brought about either
a satisfactory settlement or
industrial action, then they
will strike on their own. This
mood has begun to spread to
the Eastern Region.

Now is the best time for the
three railway unions to take
industrial action. The elec-
tricity power stations are still
low on coal reserves as a
result of the miners! strike,

A_ strike now would bite
very quickly and force the
Government and the British
Railways Board to concede
the full 16% in a relatively
short time., Any delay will
mean that any industrial
‘action will take longer to bite
and will increase the length
of the scrike.




TUC. PREPARE FOR THE-
GENERAL STRIKE!

'LABOUR, TAKE THE POWER!

MOBILIZE THE WORKING-CLASS.
Mount an immediate national cam-
paign for a £23 national minimum
wage ; equal pay for women ; a
freeze on rents and prices; a crash
house-building programme; repeal
of the Industrial Relations Act ; re-
pudiation of all EEC. agreements
and the breaking off of further
negotiations with European capit-
alists; an immediate General Elect-
ion.

These demands to be pressed with

the full weight of the T.U.C. and
Labour Party and backed up by one-

day ‘general strikes’aimed at forcing
concessions where possible and rally-
ing support for the indefinite

General Strike.

CAMPAIGN ON A SOCIALIST
PROGRAMME Make clear that the
next Labour Government, whatever
the manner by which it comes to
power will gain themeans to im
plement the above demands by
nationalizing all major industries

without compensation and under
workers’ control.

DEMOCRATIZE THE LABOUR
MOVEMENT. Awaywithbureaucracy:

ALL officials subject to immediate
right of recall. No official to receive
- morethan askilled workers’ wage.

BEFORE ANY INDEFINITE STRIKE

IS CALLED: ’

CONVENE IN ALL LOCALITIES
Joint meetings of Trades Councils

and Labour Party G.M.C.s to discuss
the aims of the strike. An emergency
joint Conference of the Labour Party

and T.U.C. to be held on the eve of the
strike itself. o

Df'aw. up plans for alternative
ma,ch1n(-:‘ry for distribution of food
and maintenance of essential ser-

vices under the direction of the
labour movement.

3.

Prepare leaflets for distribution by

pickets to troops. Secure official

backing now for the Servicemen's
Trade Union Rights Movement.

'N THE EVENT OF A GENERAL
STRIKE SITUATION ARISING:

No return to work in exchange for
the offer of elections—any elect-
ions must be held DURING THE
STRIKE, AND TUNDER THE

AUSPICES OF THE LABOUR
MOVEMENT.

Establish workers’® defence units
based on the trade unions for the
purpose of maintaining order in
place of the official police, who
are under the exclusive control of

the ruling class.

All policy to be based on the clear
understanding that not reform but
power is in dispute. Victory will re
quire:

Extension of strike to include (a) the
occupation of factories and (b)—as
soon as conditions permit — a full

return to work under the control of
the labour movement.

Working class take over of commun-
ications : give full backing and
protection to trade unionists in
(a) refusing to allow the dissemin-

ation of ruling-class propaganda
and (b) making the mass media

~ available to all sections of the

working class for the free express-
ion of views.

THE TUC. AND LABOUR PARTY
CONFERENCES, MEETING IN
PERMANENT SESSION, TO
ASSUME—AS CONDITIONS PER-
MIT—THE FUNCTIONS OF GOV-
ERNMENT, AND ENSURE THAT
THE OLD RULING BODIES

AND THEIR SYMBOLS — THE
STOCK HKXCHANGE HOUSE OF

LORDS, CROWN, LAW COURTS,
CIVIL SERVICE ARMY AND
POLICE HIERARCHIES ETC —ARE
EFFECTIVELY SUPPRESSED AND
THEIR BUILDINGS TAKEN OVER.

~ If our leaders will not act—Ilet them make way for tose who will !

Frinted at 182, Fentonville Rd., N.1. (¢t «« a2t 1.



